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ICC Prosecutor, Mr Karim A.A. Khan QC and his delegation held a number of meetings with the authorities and other stakeholders in 


Venezuela<br> 


I have just returned to The Hague from a productive mission to Caracas, in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Between 31 October 2021 to 
3 November 2021, I held constructive and candid discussions with senior Government officials, members of the diplomatic corps and 


representatives of civil society. 


I express my gratitude to the authorities of Venezuela for their official invitation and for engaging with my delegation and myself in what was 
a short but meaningful schedule. As far as Government officials are concerned, my delegation and I met multiple times with the Vice- 
President and also with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic. In addition, we held meetings with the Attorney General, the President 
of the Supreme Tribunal, the Ombudsman, the President of the National Assembly and other State Officials. 


It was particularly notable that the President of the Republic, H.E. Mr Nicolás Maduro Moros engaged with me directly over three days in 
meetings totalling almost 10 hours. Whilst the discussions were candid, they were at all times courteous and conducted in a constructive 
spirit. I extend my thanks to the President, other officials and stakeholders for engaging with my delegation and I in this manner throughout 


our visit. 
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Since assuming office as Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the "Court"), I have been reviewing the assessment reached 
under my predecessor, while also continuing to seek a meaningful dialogue with the Venezuelan authorities in order to maintain and deepen 
cooperation as envisaged under the Rome Statute. 


Venezuela ratified the Rome Statute on 7 June 2000, and has since been a State Party. The Office of the Prosecutor ("the Office") opened a 
preliminary examination into the Situation in Venezuela in February 2018. A few months later, on 27 September 2018, the Office received a 
referral from a group of States Parties to the Rome Statute requesting the initiation of an investigation for crimes against humanity allegedly 


committed in the territory of Venezuela. 


As I have repeatedly stated, preliminary examinations should not go on for inordinately long periods of time, and must come to a conclusion 


as soon as the criteria under the Rome Statute have been properly assessed on the basis of the best information available. 


There are sometimes misunderstandings as to what a preliminary examination is — and what it is not. It is, therefore, important to underline 
that the preliminary examination process is a filtering mechanism. No investigations have, as yet, been conducted in Venezuela by my Office. 
There are no targets or suspects at this stage of the proceedings. It is only through opening a formal investigation, however, that the truth can 
be determined. In this regard, I emphasised in my various meetings in Caracas, that article 54(1)(a) of the Rome Statute requires my Office to 


investigate incriminating and exculpatory circumstances equally in order to establish the truth. 
The investigation — now opened — is not a one-way road. It is only the start of a process. 


The Government of Venezuela was of the view that the conditions for an investigation have not been met. Despite this, I consider it to their 
great credit that they have committed to co-operate with my Office as we move to this new stage. I have been invited back to Venezuela as 
have members of my Office. In parallel with the investigation we will now commence, I will continue to look for meaningful ways to cooperate 


and engage with the authorities and all other stakeholders in the search for the truth. 


My Office will support any sincere and meaningful effort undertaken by the Venezuelan Government to reform and revitalise the justice and 
penal system in order to enable genuine accountability in Venezuela for the victims of alleged crimes. The principle of complementarity is the 
foundation of the Rome Statute system and it remains an important principle during the investigation stage. 


Evidence of the constructive and sustained level of engagement with the Venezuelan authorities during my time in Caracas finds form in the 
joint signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 3 November 2021, at the Presidential Palace. This MoU sets the stage for 
sustained dialogue and cooperation as we move to the next phase in this situation. As the MoU makes clear and as I have stated publicly, the 
preliminary examination into the Situation in Venezuela (Venezuela I) has come to a close following a thorough and independent process with 
a finding that there is a reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation. 


Mr Karim A.A. Khan QC, ICC Prosecutor and H.E. Mr Nicolás Maduro Moros, President of Venezuela at the signing ceremony of the MoU on Wednesday, 3 November 2021 
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I am reassured and pleased that by signing this MOU, Venezuela and my Office are committed to working collaboratively, while also 
independently and impartially, but with full regard to the principle of complementarity, and to pursue cooperation and mutual assistance. 
This is the best way to promote the values and principles of the Rome Statute. 


Lastly, whilst we are not unaware of the political discourse and fault lines in Venezuela or of the regional context, it is important that space be 
given to my Office to do its work. We will do our work independently and devoid of any political agenda. We work as officers of the Court 
pursuant to the values and principles of the Rome Statute. As I have previously stated, we will take a rather dim view of any attempt to use the 


opening of the investigation for political gain or to politicise the independent work of my Office. 


We must be principled enough to encourage and support any individual or authority that moves closer to the law and the principles of the 
Rome Statute. In the end, with patience, cooperation and determined professionalism, the truth will be established. I request patience and 
support whilst this process now progresses in its next stage. 


e Memorandum of Understanding between the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Office of the Prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court: 
English | Español 


The Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC conducts independent and impartial preliminary examinations, investigations and prosecutions of 
the crime of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and the crime of aggression. Since 2003, the Office has been conducting 
investigations in multiple situations within the ICC's jurisdiction, namely in Uganda; the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Darfur, 
Sudan; the Central African Republic (two distinct situations); Kenya; Libya; Côte d'Ivoire; Mali; Georgia, Burundi; 
Bangladesh/Myanmar, Afghanistan (pending judicial authorization to resume investigation following initial article 18 deferral request) 
Palestine and the Philippines. The Office is also currently conducting preliminary examinations relating to the situations in Bolivia; Guinea 
and Venezuela IT; and has completed its preliminary examinations of the situations in Ukraine and Nigeria, which are pending requests to 


seek authorisation to proceed to investigation. 


Source: Office of the Prosecutor | Contact: OTPNewsDesk@icc-cpi.int 
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